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VBJECT  ghe SANITZER Case.

Johann _SANITZER, &n ex-official of the Gestapo in Vierma, returmed on _—l
November 15, 1955 to- Anstx'h from the USSR vhers he had been impriscned since
1948, Sanitzer bofore his detention by the Soviets had been sentenced by an
Austrian ecourt to life imprisonment for wartime crimes against members of the
Anstrien Resistance movement. According to baekground information received from
the Ministry of Justice:

Sanitser was a Cestapo official attached to the Gestapo head-
quarters in Vienna, He was not the chief of the Gestapo as has been
previcusly alleged, He was the head of a department in the Geatapo
which had for its purpose the investigation and apprehension of

- resistance fighters who cooperated with intelligence agencies of the
Allies, especially in the field of radio ccommrication. The depart—
ment of Sanitser was principally concermed with discovering radio
sending sets in Austria, which tranamitted information to the Allies
for bombing attacks, seizing the sets or installations, and operating
them in the place of the former resistance fighters who were coopera-
ting with the Allies, The receiver of the message was under the
impression that the message was sent by friemdly operators. In the
course of these activities Sanitzer and his mesn apprehended approxi-
mately 600 people, Of the 600 people who were apprehended, 25 wore
subject to torture and abuse in ths course of the investigation for
the parpose of extracting information from them, However, none of
the 25 persons wyg: permanently injured. Some of the persons arrested
may have been confined in a concentratiom camp and subsequently met
their death, but Sanitser had nothing to do wdth such activities as
it was not his function to pass judgment on the people he arrested
after he ordered them taken to the concentration camp or other place
of confinement,

In June 1945 Sanitzer was arrested and confined in Glassnbach,
a prisoner of war and 3S priscner camp under the centrol of the :
American military suthorities near Salsburg. Shortly after the end
of hostilities he was tried by the Peoples Court in Vienna and
sentended to life imprisonment for the abuse of the 25 persoms, In
the course of the trial mention was made of his order to have “some —J
% Russian officers" exscuted at Manthaussn,
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" Sanitzer was confined in Glasenbach from October 1945 to
October 1946 when he was transferred to an Austrian prieon in
Lower Austria in the Sovist zone, He was released to Soviet
officials at various times upon their demand for interrogation,
The last time he vas delivered to the Soviet authorities in 1948
he did not return. The Soviet Element refused to sive any ine
formation to the Austrian authoritics as to his whereabouts. They
suspected he had been sent to Russia, In November 1955 Sanitzer
was returned to Austria by the USSR after the eniry into force of
‘the Treaty. He was charged with espionage azainst the Soviet
thion after the Soviet authorities ascertained he captured a
Commnist radio station in Austria and tranamitted false informa~
tion to the Soviet receiving station, He was sentenced to 25

years imprisorment in Russia,

Recently an allepation was made by soms former resistance
fighters that Sanitzer ordered 50 American fiyers to be taken to
Mauthausen for execution and that the flyers were subsequently
exscuted, The Austrian authorities can find no witnesses or
other information to substantiate this allegation.

- Minister Kapfer has explained that he has been under strong
pressure by former.resistance fighters and alleged resistance
fighters, especially the Commmnists. He has made a complete in=-
vestization of the case and could develop no information of any
coneequence that was not brought out at the trial before the
Peoples Court in 19%5.

When Sanitzer was returned last Rovember, like all other returnees from
the 7SSR, he wis released and has been at liberty aince, While Austrians in
genoral have nearly unanimously agresd that it would be inhumane to keep imprisoned
former priscners of the Soviets, the case of Sanitser evoked a considerable stir
initially and more recently threatened even to become a campaign issue. .

The Cammnists have meintained a eontimious press and propaganda
in an effort to make a public issue of the Sanitzer case, Howsver, at the time
of Sanitger's return both coaiition partien, as well as the Austrian praas, took
a lively interest in the case which resulted in simultanecus parliamentary intef="

polations by both the Peoples Party and the Socialists. Minister of Justice

Kapfer in replyins t< the 0sVP and SPOe interpolations on December 22, 1955,

" explained that the ministry had decrved a temporary suspension of Samitgerts

sentence in view of an appeal for clemency which had been made by his wife and
also on account of the hardships which he had endured in cver six years of Soviet
dimprisorment, He said that under Austrian law & person sentenced to life {mprison=
ment has a right to be considered for parole after serving fifteen years, amd it
has been ths practice of the Ministry of Justice in calculating this peried to
eredit convicted versons with double time for time served in Soviet imprisornment,
On this basis Sanitzer would have already served fifteen years and would be
eligible for parole, In addition, had he stayed in Austria it is probable that
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he would have been inoluded in the Christnas armesty of 1954, Kapfer furthor
statod that Fresident Koermer has thus fur not officially acted on the appeal for
clemency submitted on Sanitzer®s bolalf but that th:is apncal s being exardned
and that pending a full investifation of the case, it would have been “merciless"
to imprison Sanitzer irmediately after his roleace b:r the Soviets, The replies of
Minister Kapfer apparently satisfied everyone except the Corrmnists who have cone
tinued to use the Sanitzer case to point to thc verality of Socialist leadership
== directly and by innuende accusing both Socialisi-apuointed dnister Kapfer and
Socialist Interdor Minister Helmer of "orotecting" Sanitzer,

' The Sanitzer case care into the spotli-ht 2-ain on April 13 when the
Peonles Party Neus Tores. Zeitung rave prominent coverace to a press conference
hsld by "The Austrian Resistance  lovarent" (Oesterreichische‘!-!iderstar\dha@?g).
A Dr, Baumann, actinz as spokesman for “The ‘ustrian Resistance I ", lewvaled
a seriss of violent attacks primarily a7ainst thc !irister of Justice (but by
implication also against the Mirister of Intcrior) for "inhibitin~" Sanitszerts
arrest on a series of additional chares which had been brou-ht ajainst him by
poersons who had suffored 2t hls harris durdin: the war, Baumann demanded the
immediate resiznetion of Minister of Justice Kapfor, A Ministry of Justice
representative denied Dr, Baumann's allerations in the official newspaper ldsner
Zoit on Arril 15, since wlich time the 0cVP press has made no further reference

o the case,

According to a nrooirent Viennz wolice official, the Neue Tares_Zeitunz
article was purely ard simnly an elcction mancuver by the 0eVP whiich was willing
to supnort any attack by what appeared to be a non-Comunist group on Socialiste
appointed linisters Xanfer and Melner. The Neue Tames_Zeitunz, however, dropped
the issus hastily after obtainir; inforration on the Austrian Resistance Movement,
which reportedly consists of between 12 and 24 nublicity seekers, mostly Cammmists
or ex-Comrunists, few of whom accordin: to the Vierna police played any active part
whatever in resistance rovements. RBRaumarn himself is a former Commnist who now
professes to be a Socialist,
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